THE SECOND  FIVE-YEAR PLAN
182,000. The number of cars in use in 1937 was almost double
that in 1936.
About 95 per cent of the foreign exports of the U.S.S.R., which
mainly consists of goods such as grain, timber, ores, oil, etc., is
shipped by sea.
In 1913 the total tonnage of the Russian mercantile fleet was
757,000 tons, 500,000 of which were steam-driven and 257,000 tons
sailing vessels.
During the civil war much of this tonnage was destroyed, whilst
other vessels were taken abroad by the "White Guards3' and sold
to foreign countries, with the result that by the end of 1922 the
mercantile fleet was reduced to 162,000 tons. At the same time most
of the shipbuilding centres had been destroyed during the civil war.
Restoration began in 1923 when existing vessels were either
reconditioned or scrapped. A number of ships was purchased
abroad and a beginning was made with the construction in the
country of freight boats. The first four steamers from Soviet ship-
yards were completed in 1927.
However, shipbuilding began in earnest with the beginning of
the First Five-Year Plan, and by the beginning of 1936, Soviet
marine tonnage had increased to 1,350,000 tons, whilst the freight
carried increased from 8,548,200 tons in 1929 to 28,646,900 tons
in 1936.
Much has also been done in the construction of new marine
ports and the reconditioning and re-equipment of old ports. The
number of mechanized wharves has increased from 10 in 1913 to
more than 100 in 1937. In addition to the improvement of mechani-
cal equipment, many warehouses, sheds, wharves and cold-storage
warehouses have been erected. The U.S.S.R. has also built a num-
ber of ports on the Azov, White and Black Seas, on the Pacific
Coast and in the Arctic.
The U.S.S.R. has some of the finest rivers in the world; their
total length is 400,000 kilometres, of which about 101^00 kilo-
metres are navigable, and river transport in the Soviet Union had
taken first place in Europe by 1932. In 1928, a total of 18,407,700
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